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AN ANSWER TO 
M-. FoRDs Booke Entituled, 4-Dq/igne 
for bringing 4 Navigable River from 
Rickmanſworth 7m Farefordſhire, to 
S, Qiles in the fields, * . 


LY He Kings moſt excellent Majeſty,” taking yy. x 
Wet IIS into his oi al a FRE 
RD] IU 7 conveniences that his loving <rljts 
a BY cot Laden, and 91rd a 
SIDE 7; for wort of ater, put 4 Bil 34 Parlia- 
ment for the bringing of Water from Rickmanſworth. « 
His Majeſty beares the name of this Bill, but Ma- 4-/. 
ſter Ford "the charge, aghe confefled to a Gentleman 
of uality, to whom hefaid nottong face ,. thatthis 
afnefle-Had'eoft Kira ndved pound, andthe 
very Bill twenty foure pound, 'which ismore(T be- 
heve)thenever he will get by it: and im the Bill thera 
are, fome- things affirmed, which bis Majeſty difa- 
yowes, and knoyes to'be otherwiſe; _ 
Maſter Ford was not well'sdviſed'to -preferre a'Bi 
in his Majeſties name; and to afledge any thing in it; 
which his Majeſty did/not Khow, or believe to be 
true , and Which he himſelf&coulfnot prove; nor 
make goods and if ſome men had done thisit would 


have 


e accounted #'great- offen&s, and'taken 
for noleſle then crimenleſe Majeſtatis. For yore 
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the King publiquely in Parliament ſpeake any thin 
Gn a Bil hich 1snot true, is a high | © nos to be 
Majeſty, and fuch as deſerves a high cenſure. 
Another great error Maſter Ford hath commit- 
ted,ip his little booke, In the firſt and ſecond pages 
thereof;hemakes his Maieſty the authour of thelefſe 
deſigne, ( to bring water tothe City) and himſelfe 
of the greater,to make a navigable River ) but this 
- Nlip mayin ſome meaſure be thus excuſed, 'That his 
Majeſties deſigne is feſible, and Maſter Fords is not. 
-I could charge him with another over-fight as 
great as any of theſe, That he did not foreſee the 
reat benefit that this -new Navigation would be to 
No City and Country before this Bill was preferred, 
. and adviſe his Majeſty to preferre his Bill for this 
worke,ratherthen that, ſince he (as appeares by his 
booke) wasto be the undertaker of both, and now 
porn os as the yay; worke - _ I _ not 
- OVET ehim, nor ſtay longer v e preface 
the — of his backe'N CE ene and 
ey the building ; (The reaſons which he brings 
to ſhew the benefit of his navigable River ) whi 
are eleven in number, and I mjghtanſwer them all 


one _m | 


»fthe firſt, Ianſwer : That to ſet great 
multitudes of labourers on workezis not ſimply good 


init ſelfe, but quite contra ry unleſſe the worke 
which 


which they are imployed in be good for the Com- 
— » Which this is not, as appeares by the 
complaint of the Countrey againſt it, and notof or- 
dinary men onely , but of the principall Lords and 
Gentlemen of the Country, 

To the ſecond I anſwer, That Hartfordſhire, Buc- 
kinghawſhire,and Middleſex , want not vent for their 
Corne,Meale,or other commadities,but do buy and - 
ſell them ascheape as other Counties do,and there- 
fore they need no navigable River for this purpoſe. 

His third argument doth onely concerne that part 
of Hartfordſbire, which ſhould border ug. on his new 
River, if it ſhould be made, and they doe moſt of all 
oppole his worke,and therefore certainely they con- 
ceive it will be noxious, not commodious to them. 
And if it be not good for them, it cannot be good 
for any,ſfince-other places may have chalke,manure, 
and other commodities as well and as cheape from 
other Countics, as from-Hartfordſbire, and then what 
benefit will this navigable Kiver be to them? 

To the fourth I anſwer, That the River of Thawes 
is bigge enough to carry away all the ſoyle that is 
made in or-neere London or Weſtminſter , and lies far 
more-conveniently forit., then his new Kiver will 
doe , and there is land enough bordering npon this. 
River to receive it all, if it were ten times as much, 
without -making a new River, to carry into Hart- 
fordſhire. - 

5. To the'fifthI anſwer, ThatlT beleeve fewell 
and other commodities, are as cheape in Hartfordjire 
as in other Counnies, neither could this new River, if 
it were made,make them cheaper. 
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To the fixthT anſwer, That Harifordfoire is not fo 
hot a Clymat, nor the Cuttell there of ſodry aconſti- 
tution, but that leſle water then a Navigable River 
may ſatisfie their thirſt. 

To the ſeventh T anſwer, That Maſter Ford is much 
miſtaken in thinking.that carriage doth ſpoyle bigh 
wates, for we finde by experience, that-the greateſt 
Roades, are alwaies the beſt , and blind lanes the 
worſt waies :. The reaſon whereofis, becauſe much 
carriage and.travelling upon them,makes them even. 
and {mygoth , and the want of this: makes the other 
unevenand-rugged,neſther doth carriage ever hurt 
high waies, but in ill weather, carriage being the 
onely means we have tomend them , by bringing 
gravsll and other amendments for them, af 
| Wy theeighth I anſwer, that the Citties of Londer: 
and Weſtminſter may perhaps (if his worke be done) 
have theOrnament of a great new ditch, but not of a 
Navigaple River, it being. impoſſible to. make a,Na- 

River ta S.Gitx in the tields,; with any rea- 
ſonable charge, RT tet 
 .v.Tothe ninth I anſver, that. certajvely other 
Counties which bordex upon the River, of Thames, 
and the, River of Lee, may ſerve-and; ſupply, Lowder 
and e/txziniter, and other places adjoynipg. with 
Corne,andather commodities ascheape as Heriford- 
ſhire, if this new River were made, and therefore the 
making of it canno way advantage them. |, __ 
 Tothe,temvh 1, make. the-ſameanſwer,, which | 
did tqthe fourth, it being the ſame.in ſubſtance con- 


trated into. fewer words. That the River of Theme, 


will carry away the doung and ſoyle of this City 
> 3 better 


f 
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all the way downe hill to Thames, but muſt goe up 
hill to S. Ges, | | 
To the eleventhT anſwer, That thoſe placesinor 
neere London, which want water ſhall be better ſu p- 
plied, by the Aquedufnndertaken by Sjr Walter 
Roberts and others,then they canbe by his worke. _ 
And whereas he aftirmeth , that the water of his 
navigable River ſhall be ſach as fhall be alwaies 
cleare,and fit for all uſes, wonder athis confidence; 
and cannot imagine that any underſtanding mancan 
beleeve it, that is not a Catholique, and led by an 
implicite faith ; there being no navigable River in 
the world, that is alwaies cleare, but will be foule & 
muddy in floods & preat raine;zwhen the land waters 
& waſhings of ſtreetes and highwaies fall into it;ne1- 
ther can any art or artificiall conveyance keepe theſe 
out, unleſſe Maſter Ford can make ſuch a caſe for his 
new-Kiver, that no water at all ſhall come into itin 


flouds, which he may Joe by making it onely in 


Paper as he hath done, 8 tIat in my opinion will be 
his beſt way,for this Navigation(T meane his _— 
will hurt no body but the Prineer 5 the other will 
hurt many,and be good for nane. 
And thus having anſwered the reaſans which he 
hath brought to ſhew the benefit of his. new Navi- 
tion, I come now to anſwer thoſe allegations, 
which he- offers to remove the objeQtions.made a- 
gainſt it by thecountry, which as he ſaith in his book, 
are theſe five. | 
x. The depriving them of their fiſh. 
2- The hindering their winter a 
; . EnFic 
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arch their meadowes.and bring downe a fat ſoy! 
called Moore-earth, of which they makeſfgreat ad- 
vantage. 

3.T he taking away their fences made by the river. 

4- The ſpoyling ofibile Corne-mills, and conſe- 
quently their Markets, which conſiſt much of Meale. 

5. And of their Paper-mills. 

To all which he anſwers : 

F if in general , that all theſe objeFions ariſe from a 
miſtake , 65 if the purpoſe were to take all their Water, 
whereas it is intended,and fhall be ſufficiently ſecured.that 
#0 more water ſhall be turned from the ordinary conrſe, 
ther what ſhall runne betweene ahatch of foure foot wide. 

Which anſwer is ſo farre from removing, or (atiſ- 
fying any one of thoſe objeQtions, that it is aconvin- 
cing argument to prove them all ; for a hatch of 
foure foote wide upon a good fall, will carry away 
more water, then runnes in that Riverz and if hee 
take away ſo much as ſuch a Hutch will receive, he 
will leave them very little 3 which may be made 
demonſtrative, by dr@whing a Gate of foure foote 
wide at any of thoſe Mills, which ſtand upon the 
maine River, whichT dare undertake bell carry 
away the water faſter then the whole River can 
bring it downe, and in ſhort time ſhrinke it ſo as it 
ſhall be viſible : and therefore Maſter Ford hath ei- 
ther expreſt himſelfe il], or clſc hee doth nor well 
underſtand workes of this nature, it being a vaſte 
deale of water, that a hutch of foure foot wide upon 
a good fall will carry away. 

1.I have done with his generall anſwer, and come 
now tothe particulars of it, Where he ſaith : hh | 
at 


That nore of their fiſh ſhall be diminiſhed, but fhafl 
all be ſhut out of his River by a great ſet made atthe 
bead of it ; which I confeſſe may be done : but if he 
take away the water from the fiſh, he were as good 
take away the fiſh too. 

Secondly , he ſaith that their winter floods may 
and muſt be wholly kept out of this Trench, which 
ſhall receive no muddy water intoany part of it,nor 
more water in winter than in ſummer , which 1s1m- 
poſiible, unleſle as I ſaid before, he meane onely to 
make a Paper river 3 and then he may let into it, and 
into his owne imagination, though not into other 
mens,what water he pleaſeth and when he pleaſeth; 
but otherwiſe to ſay that his River ſhall receive no 
wuddy water, when there is none but muddy water 
inthe River from which he receives it (as in floods) 
nor more water in winter than in ſummer, when the 
very raine from Heaven, which he cannot ſhut out 
of his River, is more in winter than in ſummer, is a 
ſtrange aſſertion. | | 

To the third he ſaith , that it 1s preſumed that an 
inch of water taken away from the depth of the Ri- 
ver, will make no confiderable difference to their 
fences, which is confeſt,if that were the caſe as it is 
not, for a Hatch of foure foot wide will not take 
away an inch onely from the depth of their River, 
but anell if it be ſo deepe in all, and the hatch laid 
low enough. 

To the fourth I anſwer, that M: Ford cannot now 
with any reaſon ſay, that he will take but a little wa- 
ter out of the River of Cole, fince in the bill which 
he hath preferred in his _— name,he faith,that 

he 


he will by his new River bringa farre greater quan- 
tity of better water to Loxdor, then can be brought 
from Lynch- mill ſprings,which are now found tobe 
ſo great, that it is feared by many, that the taking of 
them away, may hinder Navigation.upon the River 
of Lee, which is 2c. foote wide,and eight foot deep: 
and if Maſter Fcrd take away more water out of the 
River of Colxe, which 1s farre leſle then Lee, it muſt 
needs exceedingly prejudice, if not utterly deſtroy 
all the Mill: ſtanding upon it, below lis new River. 
And though ſome of them have as he aftirmes, the 
waterof ſix Rivers to ſerve them now, yetit he take 
away all this water before it come at them, as he 
may doe by a Hatch of foure foote wide, they will 
he little the better for it. AndI doe confidently he- 
I cve, that there are none, or very few of thoſe mi!'ls 
but atſome time or other want waterz and then it 
Maſter Fords new River take away any from them 
at thoſe ttmes, they muſt needs want ſo much more 
as he takes away,neither is this any thing ( which he 
all-dges that a great dealeof this water doth runne 
waſt, which cannot be avoyded io leſle ſtreames then 
this is,though theMillars want water never ſo much, 
becauſe where the ſtreame wants eyther height or 
quantity to maintaine the Mils without being pent, 
there it muſt needs runne ov:r as often a« the Mil] 
ſtands ſtil], sfter the Pent 1s fu)l, though the Millar 
at another time may want that water, which thus 
runnes waſte. And the reaſon whv Millars pend up 
their water in ponds and rivers is, becauſe the water 
withqut being pent, wants either height or quantity 
to ſupply their Mills, for if it had both thee, and 
would 


would ſerve their turne as well without being pent, 


they would not trouble themſelves to make and 
maintaine pends. 

Tothe Fr and laſt TI anſwer, that the caſe of the 
Paper-mills and Corne-mills, being the ſame, the 
-ſame anſwer may ſerve for both , which is briefly 
this: Thatif ſomuch water, asa Hatch of foure 


foote wide will receive, betaken out of the River of 


Colne, 1t will utterly deſtroy all the Mills below it, 
becauſe it will take away all the water of that River 
if it were bigger then itis. 

It therefore plainely appeares by that which hath 
beene ſaid, thatthis propoſition of tnaking a Navi- 
gable River from Rickmanſworth in Hartfordſhire to 
S, Giles 1n the fields, is not fit to be proſecuted any 
further, bemg a worke of great difliculty, of exce\- 
ſive charge,and of more prejudice then benefit, both 
to the Countrey and City. So ſhallow and unfit this 
Ford 15to makea Navigable River. 

But if the Inhabitants of Hertfordſhire conceive 
that Navigation from Rickmanſworth to London will 
be a worke of anygreat benefit to them, I can ſhew 
them a better way to make a Navigable River from 
thence to Loxdor: (though not to S. Giles) then that 
which Maſter Fordpropoſeth, and that is by wide- 
ning and C—_ the River in his naturall courſe, 
where it1s either too narrow or too fleet, and by ma- 
king lockesin ſome convenient places. 

All which may be done with a quarter of the 
charge which Maſter Fords worke will coſt, and 
without any prejudice either tothe Mils or Lands, 
nay with ſome benefit tothem both , becauſe _ 
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ſhall have the fame water, which they now have;and. 
ſo much more as the River will containe more, be- 
ivg made wider and deeper, and pent higher. And 
this workeI conceive may be done with a reaſona- 
ble charge, though I can onely afticme it probably, 
not knowingly , becauſeI have not yet ſurveyed it 
throughly , and being done, it will be farze more 
uſefull and profitable to the Countrey 1n reſpet of. 
Navigation, then Maſter Fords deſigne. And for 
ſupplying the City and other places, with water, that 
may be done alſo by the Aquedutt from Hodde/dex 
farre better then by his new River, whether he make 
it Navigable or not, and both theſe workes may be 
finiſhed with halfe the charge that his. Navigable 
River will coſt. 

T have done with the worke which he propoſeth, 
and now come to the ſecurity which. he offers. for 
the performance of it,eight thouſand pounds ayeere- 
Lands, which is at the leaſt ſix thouſand pounds a 
yeere more then he hath, or is likely to have of his 
owne. And if there be any ſuch men, to be found in 
the world, as will engage ſix thouſand pound a 
yeere Land upon another mans project, grounded 
upon no more probability of reaſon then this. is, 
They ſhall have my voyce to be recorded for more 
then kind friends, and perhaps their poſterity: 
will have caufe enough to hioke them: kind 
fooles, butI cannot beleeve, that therear= any 
ſuch, and if there be, Maſter Ford hath. done well 
to conceale their names : But if he can give ſuch. 
great ſecurity , why doth he not rather take up ſo 
much money at intereſt, as will doe the worke, _ 
take 


take the whole benefit of it to himelfe, and his part- 
ners, then to receive twenty five thouſand pounds of 
his Majeſtie, upon condition to pay unto him and 
his heires for ever foure thouſand pounds a yeere, 
out of the rents and profits of the worke, ſince foure 
thouſand pounds a yeere would in lefle then ten 
yeeres pay twenty five thouſand pounds with the 
intereſt, and this would be leſſe dangerous,and more 
commodious for Maſter Ford, _s for his ſureties, 
who by this meanes ſhould ia 1 5.yeeres,if the worke . 
fucceeded,be abſolutely freed of their ſecurity, and 
Maſter Ford and his partners ſhould enjoy the 
whole benefit of the worke afterward, whereas 
now theirLands muſt ſtand engaged for ever, if the 
worke goe on; and Maſter Fordand his aſlociates 
muſt for ever pay foure thouſand pounds a yeere to 
his Majeſty , and his heires, if the whole rents and 
profits of the worke ſhall amount to ſo much. And 
therefore Maſter Fordcannot perſwade me, that he 
can any where take up twenty five thouſand pounds 
upon this ſecurity , forif he could , why ſhould he 
take it of his Majeſty upon ſuch hard conditions, as 
to pay foure thouſand pound a yeere forever for it? 
And if no other will lend him twenty five thouſand 
pound upon this ſecurity,why ſhould his Majeſty? 

I have now done with the ſecurity , and with this 
deſigne of Maſter Fords,and ſoI hope hath hezwhich 
I wiſh for his good, and the good of all whom it 


concernes, 
FINIS, 
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